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to their offers of service, they pleased me only for
the sake of the feelings from which they sprang. A
man of my profession has no reward but to wait upon
God alone.

I ought not to pass over here in silence the reward
that the other English woman received for her kind-
ness, she who was obliged to serve as mother to the
infant in the absence of the true mother; Provi-
dence brought about for her through the agency of
Monsieur Picquet the recovery of her son, who had
been iniquitously taken from her. I remained a
few days longer in the vicinity of the fort where my
ministrations were mnot fruitless,—either to some
prisoners, whose chains I was happy enough to
break; or to some French Officers whose lives were
threatened by savage drunkenness, and whom I
succeeded in protecting.

Such were the circumstances of the unfortunate
expedition which dishonored the bravery that the
Savages had displayed throughout the course of the
siege, and which have made even their services
burdensome to us. They pretend to justify their
deeds,—the Abnakis, in particular, by the law of
retaliation, alleging that more than once in the very
midst of peace, or of conferences, such as that of
last winter, their warriors had come to death by
treacherous blows in the English Forts of Acadia.
I have neither the ability nor the information that
would permit me to judge a Nation, which, although
our enemy, is not on that account, for many reasons,
less worthy of respect. Furthermore, I do not know
that in the composition of this narrative I have
mentioned a single circumstance the certainty of
which could justly be weakened; still less am I able



